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stocks of fish that support the international fisheries in the Convention area. Treaty 
signatories now are: Canada, Denmark, Iceland, the United States, Britain, France, Italy, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, the Federal Republic of Germany and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics. 

A step toward international action in regulating the high seas fisheries of the north­
ern Pacific Ocean was achieved in December 1951 when Canada, the United States and 
Japan conferred at Tokyo. The resulting Convention was ratified by the three contracting 
governments and instruments of ratification were deposited at Tokyo in June 1953. The 
treaty is known as the International Convention for the High Seas Fisheries of the North 
Pacific Ocean and aims at providing the maximum sustained yield of the fishery resources 
of the northern Pacific non-territorial waters with each of the parties assuming obligations 
to encourage conservation measures. The Commission established under this Convention 
is studying the northern Pacific fisheries and will determine the application of the treaty 
principles and promote and co-ordinate the necessary scientific studies. 

The seventh, and latest, international fisheries agreement to which Canada is a sig­
natory is the Great Lakes Fisheries Convention, which provides for joint action by Canada 
and the United States in Great Lakes fishery research and in a program for the control 
of the predator lamprey in these waters. This Convention came into force in October 1955. 

Canada is a member of the International Whaling Commission and is obligated to 
collect biological data on whales caught by Canadian vessels. Whaling operations are 
conducted in some years off the coasts of Newfoundland and British Columbia. 

The Fisheries Research Board of Canada.—The Fisheries Research Board is a 
research organization established by Act of Parliament (RSC 1952, c. 121) for the purpose 
of conducting basic and applied research on Canada's living aquatic resources, their 
environment and their utilization. Its antecedents go back to 1898 and it is thus the 
lineal descendant of one of the oldest scientific organizations in Canada and one of the oldest 
government-supported research organizations under the supervision of an independent 
scientific board in North America. 

By its Act, the Board is placed under the control of the Minister of Fisheries. The 
Board proper consists of a permanent chairman, who is appointed by the Governor in 
Council and who is a member of the Public Service of Canada, and "not more than eighteen 
other members" holding honorary appointments from the Minister of Fisheries for five-
year terms; the Act requires that "a majority of the members of the Board, not including 
the chairman, shall be scientists, and the remaining members of the Board shall be rep­
resentative of the Department [of Fisheries] and the fishing industry". The scientific 
members are drawn principally from universities and research foundations across Canada, 
to include specialists in disciplines related to the Board's work. The industry members 
are selected from among Canada's leading business men with an intimate knowledge of 
fishing and the fishing industry and the Department of Fisheries representative is usually 
a senior staff member in Ottawa. Board members have both advisory and executive 
functions. The advisory functions are delegated in the first instance to regional Advisory 
Committees who conduct on-the-spot regional reviews and report to the Board on the 
operations and scientific programs with a view to their improvement. The executive 
functions are delegated to an Executive Committee elected from Board members and 
approved by the Minister. 

The operations of the Board are highly decentralized, there being only a small ad­
ministrative, supervisory and publications staff in Ottawa. The Board employs approxi­
mately 800 persons, of whom about 200 are scientists. 

Biology.—The biological program of the Board is designed to add to fundamental 
knowledge concerning Canada's vast living marine and freshwater resources. Included 
here are life history, population and behaviour studies leading to a sound scientific basis 
for the conservation and management of the commercially important fisheries including 
those for lobsters, crabs, shrimps, oysters, scallops, clams, marine mammals and other 


